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Documentary Analysis (Tainos)
Question 1
According to the documentary, it was assumed that the Tainos had faced extinction and died due to several causes such as harsh treatments from the Spanish as well as diseases. However, the documentary also states that since the Spanish did not bring their families in search of gold, they assimilated with the Taino females. The new evidence is seen from the island-wide study conducted by Dr. Juan Martinez Cruzado from the University of P.R Mayaguez. According to the survey, as explained in the seventh minute of the documentary, the Taino ancestry is much more present among the modern day Puerto Ricans than was previously believed. Dr. Cruzado’s study found that assimilation occurred, but the Tainos were not entirely extinguished. The results showed that 61% of the Puerto Ricans carried Taino genes in the island. Similar results were revealed by a study from the University of Puerto Rico in 1999, whereby 56 volunteers with Hindu-American traits were used as participants. The 1999 study found that 70% of the participants had Hindu-American genes. A second study carried by the University of Puerto Rico randomly selected thirty-eight students, of which 53% of the participants were determined to carry Hindu-American DNA. In this regard, the three studies have provided evidence that the Tainos were not extinguished,
Question Two
I agree with the assertion that there are descendants of the Tainos among Puerto Ricans. My agreement is based on the fact that as the Spanish man (which is common with their colonies) colonized the Tainos, they got intimate with the Taino women. In turn, they ended up giving birth to cross-breeds, which helped in preserving the Taino genes. Even though some historians argue that the evidence is not substantial, the results were independently conducted in three different timelines and people. There is little possibility of the results to be biased. Besides, if both participants recorded the presence of the DNA as presented by the evidence, then there are descendants of Tainos among Puerto Ricans.
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